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The Criminalization of Autonomy 
The female body* as a vessel for injustice 

As of this writing on May 19, 2019, abortion is 

still legal in all 50 states in Turtle Island.  That 

does not mean that it is easily accessible, 

however, as we have seen the erosion of said 

accessibility through the closing of clinics, 

defunding of programs, enforced “24 hour waiting 

periods”, and the allowance for doctors to 

“conscientiously object” to the procedure in the 

last handful of decades.  

This literal life and death battle continues as a 

ramped up anti-choice movement works its way 

up to the state level. Since the gavel hit and Roe v. 

Wade was officially passed in 1973, political 

careerists have been slowly chipping away at any 

basic rights those with uteruses have to decide 

what is appropriate for them and what they are 

capable of.  

Georgia, Missouri, Ohio, Mississippi and Kentucky 

have all passed “heartbeat” abortion bills, making 

it illegal for a woman to get an abortion after being 

pregnant for six to eight weeks (depending on the 

state), only two to four weeks after a missed 

period.  This means that as early as two weeks 

after a missed period, if a woman were to suspect 

that her period truly wasn’t coming and takes a 

pregnancy test, it would be too late to have any 

option but to carry the baby to term.  

Amidst this coordinated stripping of rights, 

Alabama passed a bill that would outlaw abortion 

all together, even in the cases of rape or incest.  

While these laws are not currently in actual effect 

and many face a lengthy court battle in the 

coming months, this is a signal fire. This is 

infuriating for all people, but especially for 

individuals who have uteruses.  Simply put, if a 

uterus-having person becomes pregnant, it is 

simply asinine that the decision of how to proceed 

with the pregnancy is up to anyone aside from 

that person. If we’re not being totally misandrist, 

we can envision that many of said individuals 

would also want to include the person who 

contributed to that physiological state in the 

decision making as well. 

Why, then, are politicians and the state so 

continued on page 2 

absolutely obsessed with policing this particular 

situation and banning these individuals from 

making a cogent, informed decision as to how to 

proceed with such a life event? 

The answer is rape culture. And misogyny. Which 

inevitably magnify and validate each other. Female 

bodies have always been up for consumption. The 

new law in Alabama carries a 99 year sentence for 

both the woman who gets an abortion and the 

doctor who performs it. The maximum sentence for 

a rapist in the same state is 11 years. That is rape 

culture at its most obvious.  

The female body and form are routinely exploited in 

every sense of the word and in any way you can 

imagine. In advertisements. In romantic 

relationships. In family structures. In radical 

spaces. On the street. In religious centers. In 

schools. At home. At work. In music. In movies. In 

television. On the radio. In war. In peace. At 

protests. In literature. On the internet. On social 

media. In sex shops. The fabric of this society is 

woven with the oppression and exploitation of the 

female body.  

It comes as no surprise to me, an anarcha-feminist 

cis female individual with absolutely zero trust in 

the state and its structures, that the government 

would erode any semblance of bodily autonomy 

that female bodied people have achieved for only a 

handful of decades. Power inevitably means 

domination, and domination when it comes to the 

physiological ability to become pregnant and carry 

a child means dictating who can and cannot have 

ownership over that process. In the case of these 

states, the government has ruled in favor of itself. 

However, although I am not surprised, I am 

furious. I am hurt and scared and worried for the 

individuals who, if these laws take effect, will lose 

the ownership over their body. I see this as a signal 

fire. We may see a new crop of political prisoners 

coming out of this.  These oppressive, insulting, 

and absurd laws are to me one of the best 

arguments against the state. I see no other 

explanation. I fear, though, that liberals will be soft 

and argue for getting someone different in office, for 

donating money to organizations, and for sitting 

home to wait and see what happens. 

<Continue on page 2> 
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communities (see again Federici, esp 'Caliban and 

the Witch). Red Emma as she was already known 

did a short stint in prison for her speech, but as 
with any well-planned 'propaganda of the deed' 

the repression lit more fires than it put out, and 

we can directly trace many gains in self-health 

care for female bodied people to her work. There is 

clearly much more work to do in this regard, as 

recent statist clampdowns and threats have 
shown us, to defend and expand space and 

autonomy for all women, whether or not they need 

access to birth control. Ensuring free and safe 

access for those who do will without question help 

ensure the rights of all.   
 

Of course, Emma was far from alone in 

demanding access to birth control.  A year earlier, 

Japanese anarcha-feminist Noe Itō had called for 

legalizing abortion in Japan, for which the June 
1915 edition of her journal Seitō was banned. Yet 

even within the movement the debate continued, 

as patriarchal and even naturalist notions 

hindered some from reaching the logical 

conclusions of the Ideal. It seems that much of 

the international anarchist movement was slower 

to adopt the call for women's autonomy, though 
by the 1930's the CNT in Spain, thanks to the 

agitation of the Mujeres Libres collective, had 

adopted abortion as an official position. Other 

early anarchist proponents of birth control 

included Alexander Berkman (through his paper 
"The Blast"), Scottish anarchist Guy Aldred, Lucy 

Parsons and others.  It is worth noting that while 

some early anarchists were distracted by pseudo-

scientific "naturalism" which impeded their ability 

to think rationally about issues of reproduction, 

many anarchists regardless of gender did 
understand that a female bodied person's right 

autonomy is consistent with and fundamental to 

anarchist ethics and practice.  

 

In the following page is an open letter to the press 
that Emma Goldman wrote from prison in 1916, 

following the above-mentioned arrest.  

<Continued from page 1> 

We can’t wait to see what happens. We already 

see what is happening. The American Civil 

Liberties Union (ACLU) is fighting these laws and 

groups like the National Network of Abortion 

Funds are raising money for women to have 

access to safe abortions. That is amazing, we need 

that. But we also need a movement.  

We need a movement of people who are done. Who 

are not interested in backsliding and affirming 

rape culture and the dehumanization of women. 

We need people who are willing to make noise and 

insist that the most basic right a person has in 

this “country” is to choose what their body can 

and cannot do. It is no one else’s fucking decision. 

Stop pretending there is any nuance, get in the 

streets, make some noise and say NO.  

*This article is written with the understanding that not all 
women have uteruses, and that not all uterus-having 
individuals are women. 
 

Please indulge us in a brief foray 
into theory: 
 

Individual autonomy and collective solidarity are 
mutually reinforcing and irreducible aspects of 
anarchist ethics. Consent is implied in the concept 
of autonomy; every person's right to choose what 
they do with their own body at every moment is 
fundamental and unceasing. To paraphrase 

Gustave Landauer, any violation of consent is an 
act of tyranny. And since an injury to one is an 
injury to all, solidarity demands that we respect 
and strengthen one another's autonomy, defending 
and expanding space for each and all to live fully 
consensually in all aspects of our lives.   

 

Early Anarchism and Birth Control 
 
Anarchists and their allies have been at the 

forefront of the vital struggle for bodily autonomy 

through birth control for over a century. In fact, 
one of—if not the—first public lecture that 

disclosed actual birth control methods was given 

by our very own Emma Goldman, right here in 
NYC.  As a nurse serving working class and poor 

patients she had worked for years with women 

seeking birth control, including abortions, but 

was circumspect on whether she had performed 

any. At any rate merely distributing literature on 
birth control was illegal at the time, ostensibly 

because it was lewd, but in reality for the same 

reason the right to abortion is under attack today: 

to control women's bodies is to control their  

Figure 1Emma  
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A  Q U I C K  N O T E…  
 
W e  d o n ’ t  w a n t  t o  t a k e  u p  t o o  m u c h  s p a c e  
d i s c u s s i n g  J u l i a n  A s s a n g e ’ s  a r r e s t  o n  
A p r i l  1 1 ,  2 0 1 9 ,  s u b s e q u e n t  h e a r i n g s  a n d  
p o t e n t i a l  e x t r a d i t i o n  t o  T u r t l e  I s l a n d ,  b u t  
w e  d o  w a n t  t o  s a y :  

  A S S A N G E  I S  A N  A C C U S E D  R A P I S T .  W E  A R E  

D I S G U S T E D  A T  T H E  L E F T ’ S  I G N O R A N C E  T O  T H I S  

F A C T  A N D  T H E I R  I N S I S T E N C E  T H A T  I T  W A S  A L L  

A  S C H E M E  O R C H E S T R A T E D  B Y  T H E  S O - C A L L E D  

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  T O  U N D E R M I N E  H I S  

C R E D I B I L I T Y  A N D  T H A T  O F  W I K I L E A K S .  

B E L I E V E  S U R V I V O R S .  

  C H E L S E A  M A N N I N G  H A S  B E E N  P U T  B A C K  I N  

F E D E R A L  C U S T O D Y  A F T E R  A  B R I E F  7  D A Y S  O F  

F R E E D O M  I N  B E T W E E N  G R A N D  J U R Y  

S U B P O E N A S .  S H E  I S  A G A I N  B E I N G  H E L D  I N  

C O N T E M P T  O F  C O U R T  F O R  R E F U S I N G  T O  

T E S T I F Y  I N  F R O N T  O F  A  G R A N D  J U R Y .  I N  T H E  

W A K E  O F  A S S A N G E ’ S  A R R E S T ,  H E  I S  C L E A R L Y  

P A R T  O F  T H E  R E A S O N  S H E  W A S  S U B P O E N A E D  I N  

T H E  F I R S T  P L A C E .  T H E  D I S T R I C T  C O U R T  A L S O  

O R D E R E D  T H A T  S H E  B E  F I N E D  $ 5 0 0 / D A Y  F O R  

E V E R Y  D A Y  S H E  I S  I N  C U S T O D Y .  A F T E R  6 0  

D A Y S  T H I S  I N C R E A S E S  T O  $ 1 , 0 0 0 / D A Y .   

  T H E  I N D I C T M E N T  T H A T  W A S  M A D E  P U B L I C  B Y  

T H E  S O - C A L L E D  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  F O R  A S S A N G E  

D E T A I L S  H I S  W O R K I N G  W I T H  M A N N I N G .  T H E Y  

A R E  G O I N G  A F T E R  H I M  F O R  O F F E R I N G  T O  H E L P  

C R A C K  A  P A S S W O R D  O F  A N  A R M Y  C O M P U T E R  S O  

T H A T  S H E  C O U L D  G A I N  A C C E S S  T O  M O R E  

D O C U M E N T S  A N D  A L S O  C O N T I N U O U S L Y  

E N C O U R A G E D  H E R  T O  S E N D  H I M  M O R E  

C L A S S I F I E D  D O C U M E N T S .  

  A S  B A R R E T T  B R O W N ,  J O U R N A L I S T ,  A C T I V I S T ,  

A N D  F O R M E R  P O L I T I C A L  P R I S O N E R  D E T A I L E D  I N  

A  S H O R T  V I D E O  O N  A P R I L  1 2 T H ,  T H E  “ U . S ”  

G O V E R N M E N T  I S  G O I N G  A F T E R  A S S A N G E  

B E C A U S E  I T  I S  C O N V E N I E N T  F O R  T H E M  A N D  I N  

T H E I R  B E S T  I N T E R E S T .  T H E R E  A R E  P L E N T Y  O F  

S H A D Y  J O U R N A L I S T S  T H A T  T H E Y  L E A V E  A L O N E .  

F R E E  C H E L S E A !   

Page One Collective focuses on spreading the 
word/s of and about political prisoners past 
and present. Our name comes from the 
Bureau of Prisons (BOP) justification for 
rejecting a letter sent to a U.S. held political 
prisoner:  
                “Page one calls for solidarity”  

Write to us! 

pageonecollective@protonmail.com 

       Twitter: @page1collective 

Releasesd! 
Dion Ortiz was released! This 22 year old water 

protector was targeted and charged with a federal felony 

for his actions protecting the water and fighting for 

indigenous sovereignty at Standing Rock.  He was released 

on April 4, 2019 to a halfway house in New Mexico to 

serve the rest of his time.  

Donate to his release fund here:   
https://www.paypal.me/dionortiz 

 
 

Cal ls  for  Support  
Chelsea Manning: Chelsea is back in federal 

custody for refusing to testify in front of a grand jury.  

After spending 63 days at Alexandria Detention 
Center she was released for a brief seven day stint 

before being remanded on May 16th. Write her a 
letter of support and donate <xychelsea.is> 

Chelsea Elizabeth Manning A0181426  

William G. Truesdale Adult Detention Center  

2001 Mill Road Alexandria, VA 22314 
 

Jalil Muntaqim: Urge Governor Cuomo to grant 

Jalil’s application to Commute the Sentence to Time 

Served. You must refer to Jalil as: Anthony Bottom, 

77A4283, Sullivan Correctional Facility, Fallsburg 

NY 12733-0116. Call: (518) 474-8390; Tweet: 
@NYGovCuomo Write: The Honorable Andrew M. 

Cuomo 

Governor of the State of New York 

Executive Chamber 

State Capital Building 
Albany, NY 12224 
<freejalil.com for more info> 

Russell “Maroon” Shoatz: Maroon was seen in the 

prison infirmary on May 4th with some health 

problems. He is unable to make calls, get emails, or 

have visits. His support crew asks that folx send get 
well letters!  

Smart Communications/PA DOC 

Russell Maroon Shoatz #AF3855 

SCI Dallas 

Post Office Box 33028 
St Petersburg, Florida 33733 

 

 

 

 


